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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Business
Advice to Get Back to Work Safely i

*1st June 2020

Following the Governments’ announcement it wishes to move out of lockdown to
stage 3 shortly, some businesses are being encouraged to get back up and
running and operating safely. To ensure compliance with legal requirements, the
advice is:

/\ all reasonable steps should be taken by employers to

help people work from home. Where they cannot the Government message is that
Ll_l ‘you should go to work’.

wherever possible - employers should
redesign workspaces to maintain 2-metre distances between workers. Other
options could include staggering start times, creating one-way walk-throughs,

2 Metres opening more entrances and exits and changing seating layouts in break/rest
areas/rooms.

- Where people cannot be 2 metres apart,
employers should look into putting barriers in shared spaces, creating workplace shift
patterns or fixed teams minimising the number of people in contact with one another
and ensuring colleagues are facing away from each other.

workplaces should be cleaned more
frequently, paying close attention to high-contact objects like door handles and
keyboards.

Provide handwashing facilities and/or hand sanitizer at entry
and exit points, and provide publicity about the importance of maintaining good
hygeine.

Every business has a legal responsibility to
protect workers and others from risks to their health and safety. This means you need
to think about the risks they face and do everything reasonably practicable to minimise
them, recognising you cannot completely eliminate the risk of COVID-19. You can use
your Risk Assessment to guide and inform the measures you take in your business, and
it id good practice to involve trade unions and employees in the design.



During the COVID-19 period there
may have been a number of factors that will
increase both the Legionella risk in water systems
and the risk of Legionnaire’s disease. These need to
be considered in the risk assessment process.

Re-opening a building that has stood idle, without
addressing the safety of its water system is
unacceptable. In addition to the Legionella risk,
drinking water retained within buildings may no
longer be potable following a period of prolonged
stagnation so they will require flushing thoroughly.

Buildings that have remained empty with static
water systems, or those that have been subject to
limited flushing that does not represent normal
usage, will require recommissioning.

For very simple buildings flushing alone may be sufficient but for most

buildings some form of disinfection is likely to be needed. In the worst cases,
repeat disinfection and extensive cleansing flushing may be required to clear
contamination. Consider your premises susceptibility for Legionella before staff
return!

The following links will help you guide your risk assessments:

D e https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/assets/docs/working-safelyguide. pdf?utm_source=
e govdelivery&utm_ medium=email&utm_campaign=coronavirus&utm term=working-
safely-4&utm_content=general-15-may-20
https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/coronavirus.htm
e https://www.hse.gov.uk/healthservices/legionella.htm

The lockdown restrictions
will begin to be eased starting on 1st June 2020 with Car Showrooms and Outdoor
Markets being the first to operate. From June 15 all other non-essential retail may be
allowed to reopen, as long as death tolls and infection rates continue to fall.

Q Food delivery and

NN\ takeaway can remain operational. This can be a new activity supported by the new

E permitted development rights in England. This covers the provision of hot or cold
food that has been prepared for consumers for collection or delivery to be consumed,
reheated or cooked by consumers off the premises only.

Ensure you adhere to
the license conditions attached to your premises under the Licensing Act 2003. Also,
if by operating your premises you cause any issues under the licensing objectives for
public nuisance and/or crime & disorder (e.g. customers congregating outside your
premises on open spaces, or other such issue), a license review may be called if the
activity is not controlled.

Qo Public Protection Officers enforce the regulations and
enforcement. If we come across non-compliance will engage, encourage and

@ educate to encourage compliance where appropriate. However, continued non-
compliance will result in formal enforcement action being taken, and fines and

prohibition notices will be utilised.



